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XAVIER UNIVERSITY 
Fall, 2015 
 
Philosophy 100-03 
Ethics as Introduction to Philosophy 
MWF 9:00-9:50 
Instructor:  Gary Blahnik, Ph.D. 
Office Hours:  Per Arrangement 
Mail Box:  Faculty Services, Hinkle Hall 
Email: blahnikgm@gmail.com (for quickest response) 
 
Course Description:  
 As long as there have been human beings, justice has been a question—its nature, 
its forms, and its very possibility. By studying classic works of philosophy, especially 
Plato’s Republic, you will examine different views on justice and human goodness, 
tracing them back to the principles on which they depend, and reflect critically on these 
principles. You will also develop your ability to identify, understand and critique a 
variety of ethical issues. Finally, you will be introduced to other basic human questions 
and philosophical ways of thinking about them. 
 The course is part of the Ethics/Religion and Society sequence. Consistent with 
the mission of Xavier University as a Jesuit, Catholic university rooted in the liberal arts 
tradition, the Ethics/Religion and Society (E/RS) sequence of courses provides a basis for 
you to become intellectually, morally and spiritually educated individuals capable of 
critical reflection on ethical and religious questions of social significance from the 
perspective of multiple disciplines with unique methods. Through the E/RS elective, you 
will develop a more proficient and durable ability to reflect critically on ethical and/or 
religious questions of social significance.  
 This course is part of the Xavier Core Curriculum, which aims to develop people 
of learning and reflection, integrity and achievement, in solidarity for and with 
others. The course addresses the following core learning objectives at the introductory 
level:  
 1: Students recognize and cogently discuss significant questions in 
the humanities, arts, and the natural and social sciences. 
 2: Students identify and critically assess multiple dimensions of an ethical issue in 
an attempt to reach a conclusion. 
 3: Students find, evaluate, and logically convey information and ideas in written 
and oral presentations. 
 4: Students describe and examine the multifaceted character of society and how 
the inclusion of different perspectives can influence one’s worldview. 
 5: Students discuss and evaluate what constitutes human wellness. 
 6: Students examine the diverse, complex, and interdependent nature of people in 
the world. 
 7: Students investigate the root causes of injustice with compassion and academic 
rigor. 
 
 
 
 
Texts  The Republic, Plato (required) 
  The Elements of Moral Philosophy, Rachels (optional) 
  Experientialism, Blahnik (optional) https://www.createspace.com/3566478                                
Course Requirements: 
1   Attendance:  Since most of the course is designed for in-class activity (group and class  
     discussion), attendance is considered important.  But since “things happen”, attendance does  
     not have to be perfect.  Students can miss one class without repercussion.  More than that  
     could result in an automatic grade drop.  Attendance also figures into effort. 
2.  Class Participation:  This includes advancing philosophical discussion in group and class  
     situations, asking relevant questions, giving and supporting opinions, listening actively, and  
     respecting others’ opinions.  Class participation is worth 20% of the final grade. 
3.  Exams:  There will be four exams.  Each exam will be worth 100 points.   
     Each exam will be worth 20% of the final grade.  The first exam can be re-written for a better  
     Grade.  No other re-writes. 
  
Criteria for Evaluation/Self-evaluation: 
1.  Effort:  How much work you put into the course based on you own knowledge of your own  
     capabilities. 
2.  Self-Improvement:  How much you have grown intellectually and emotionally.  Are you able  
     to challenge your own assumptions about yourself and the world? 
3.  Critical Thinking:  How you are able to question the validity of what you read and hear, and  
     to what extent you are able to develop and support your own opinions on the topics you  
     question. 
4.  Understanding of Material:  How much you were able to understand of what you read and  
     discussed in class.  How well you were able to translate philosophy into everyday language. 
5.  Self-Direction:  How you have taken responsibility for your own learning.  How you have  
     overcome apathy, disinterest, and/or frustration throughout the course. 
Grading: 
You will assign yourself a grade based on the above criteria as they apply to:  1) attendance, 2) 
class participation, 3) group participation (if applicable), and 5) exams.  Use the traditional 
grading scale below: 
A= excellent 
B= above average 
C= average 
D= below average 
F= poor 
The grade you assign yourself is subject to the instructor’s agreement.  If I cannot justify giving 
you the grade you assign yourself, then I will offer you a counter-grade with rationale.  If the 
counter-grade is not acceptable to you, we will negotiate a mutually acceptable grade.  If no 
mutually acceptable grade can be reached, the student will have to accept the grade judged 
appropriate by the instructor. 
 
 
 
Course Outline 
Date:           Week:                 Topic:                                    Format:                 Assignment 
 
Aug 24-28 1 Introduction to course;                          Lect/Disc  
             Objectivism/Relativism 
 (Rachels, pps. 15-33 on Relativism) 
 
Aug 31- Sep 4 2 Christianity/Natural Law 
(Rachels, pps. 49-64, pps.159-175)       Lect/Disc 
                Small Groups 
 
Sep 7   Holiday 
 
Sep 9, 11 3 Materialism/Evolution (no reading)       Lect/Disc. 
                   Small Groups 
 
Sep 14-18 4 Deontology               Lect/Disc. EXAM DUE     
   (Rachels, pps. 126-147)              Small Groups 
 
Sep 21-25 5 Utilitarianism               Lect/Disc.  
   (Rachels, pps. 99-126)              Small Groups 
 
Sep 28-Oct 2 6 Egoism                Lect/Disc.     
   (Rachels, pps. 64-82)              Small Groups 
 
Oct 5,7  7 Plato (Books 1&2)              Lect/Disc EXAM DUE 
        Small Groups 
 
Oct 9   Fall Break 
 
Oct 12-16 8 Plato (Books 4&5)   Lect/Disc. 
        Small Groups 
 
Oct 19-23 9 Plato (Book 6&7)   Lect/Disc. 
        Small Groups 
 
Oct 26-30 10 Libertarianism/Welfare Liberalism       Lect/Disc.  
    `               Small Groups 
 
Nov 2-6 11 Social Contracts:  Hobbes, Nozick        Lect/Disc  
   Rawls (Rachels, pps. 82-99)             Small Groups 
 
Nov 9-13 12 Feminism    Lect/Disc. EXAM DUE 
   (Rachels, pps. 147-159)   Small Groups 
 
Nov 16-20 13 Experientialism    Lect/Disc 
   (Blahnik, pps. 26-102   Small Groups 
 
Nov 23  14 Experientialism      Lect/Disc. 
   (Blahnik, pps. 26-102 cont.)  Small Groups  
 
Nov 25,27  HOLIDAY 
 
Nov. 30-Dec 4  Experientialism     Lect/Disc.  
   Blahnik, pps. 26-102 cont.)  Small Groups 
 
Dec 7-11  Social Democracy (no reading)  Lect/Disc. 
        Small Groups 
 
Dec 14   Study Day 
 
Dec 18    EXAM DUE (come to class at regular time: 9:00)   
   Self-Evaluations Due 
 
